
Chairman, may I start by thanking you for inviting me here today to present the Annual 
Report of the BBNP Local Access Forum.  I am now in my second session of Chairing the LAF 
and it continues to be both a great privilege and an enjoyable experience.  I can only thank 
the 21 other members of the LAF for that.  Their enthusiasm, tenacity, expertise and 
humour make all meetings not only very productive but also pleasurable, which may well 
have something to do with the increasing number of observers we get at each meeting – 
finding rooms large enough is becoming a task for our excellent officers. 

Indeed, without the expert input of Eifion, Lisa and Richard, to name but three, our 
discussions and deliberations would often be less focussed.  Their knowledge is second to 
none and we all appreciate that.  As Chairman, I sit on an all-Wales LAF Chairs meeting and 
some of the stories about the lack of interaction between LAFs and local staff only goes to 
reinforce our good fortune here in the Park. 

The recent year has contained issues of all sorts, from governmental edicts to minor path 
diversions.  

The largest of these was the redrafting of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan, a task 
expertly undertaken by Eifion and guided by the members of the LAF as and when required.  
I use the full title of the plan here as it highlights that it is an IMPROVEMENT plan, and 
herein lies one of the great dichotomies – improving the Rights of Way Network at a time of 
shrinking budgets.  The document will guide all aspects of managing rights of way and 
access.  Unfortunately, central governments of all hues seem to believe that life can be 
made better by spending less money.  You and I know this isn’t the case, but telling them 
doesn’t seem to work!

We all see with our own eyes wherever we live in the Park that visitor numbers are 
increasing – rapidly I would say.   From the evidence of my own eyes and ears, the amount 
of traffic, not only at weekends but throughout the week, in the Grwyne Fawr valley in the 
Black Mountains is at least double what it was ten years ago and maybe ten times on 20 
years ago.   My property is split by the valley road, and crossing with a wheelbarrow is now 
an exercise in the Green Cross Code!  (apologies if there’s anyone too young to remember 
that campaign!)

Furthermore, one only has to see the gridlock situations in the Waterfalls and at Storey 
Arms to know that everyone wants a bit of the Brecon Beacons National Park.   Visitor 
management is crucial to all of these people going away with a positive experience. The 
ROW team and especially the Wardens on the ground are a vital part in this.  In former 
times the Wardens were helped by Forestry Commission staff and the like, but nowadays 
there seems to be none of this and the burden falls, unfairly, on the Park. 

I will also mention here that the removal of most Tourist Information Centres doesn’t help, 
as it is now more difficult to steer visitors away from the busiest areas.  

The Welsh Government continues to promote the use of the countryside as being ‘a good 
thing’ but as already mentioned seems to do little to facilitate it.  A letter I sent to the then 
Minister bemoaning the lack of funding was answered with what appeared to be a standard 



reply with just the names and figures changed – my opposite numbers in the other two 
Parks got exactly the same reply.  None of my specific points were answered. 

As well as the ROWIP we were very closely involved with the major consultation exercise 
that featured a section on access to the countryside.  Whilst we are still not clear about 
exactly what the Welsh Government is planning to take forward from this exercise, is has 
become clear that there will be increasing pressures on Right of Way to encompass the use 
of paths by bikes and horses, both of which can cause greater damage than pedestrians.   

And it’s not just the physical aspects of, at the very least, maintaining Rights of Way.  There 
is considerable planning and negotiation that has to go on behind the scenes to enable 
changes to paths and path furniture.  

Not all of our deliberations are quite as sizeable as these two, but many are equally 
important to users of our network.  I take as an example the matter of access to Lyn y Fan 
Fach.  Here we have a major tourist area in the West of the Park that is currently almost 
impossible to visit in a wheelchair or even with limited ambulatory facilities.  The solution is 
in fact simple – remove a couple of gates at the only point of the track which is restricted 
and access to all will be achieved.  

Of course, simple doesn’t really exist, but I believe that with the assistance of members of 
the LAF and the persistence of Judith Harvey, we are now very close to an agreement with 
Welsh Water (and their tenant) to make access for all at Lyn y Fan Fach a reality.  A small 
victory but a significant one for so many people. 

I won’t take up any more of your time but I would like to finish off by reiterating the 
purposes of National Parks  - I’m sure you have them engraved on your hearts, but it doesn’t 
hurt to be reminded occasionally. 

1) To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage.
2) To promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special 

qualities of national parks by the public.

This second purpose can only be effectively achieved by the highest quality of management 
of the rights of way network and access land.  The BBNP Local Access Forum believes this 
can only be achieved by supporting, and wherever possible, augmenting the work of the 
Access and Rights of Way teams.   Get this right and the first purpose, in many ways. will 
follow.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I commend this Report to you.  Thank you. 


